
ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN 
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 

AND 
THE CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATION OF JAPAN 

REGARDING MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF CUSTOMS-TRADE PARTNERSHIP 
AGAINST TERRORISM PROGRAM IN THE UNITED STATES AND AUTHORIZED 

ECONOMIC OPERA TORS PROGRAM IN JAPAN 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection ("CBP") and the Customs Administration of Japan, 

Considering that a joint evaluation has confirmed that CBP ' s Customs-Trade Patinership 

Against Terrorism Program ("C-TPAT") and Authorized Economic Operators Program in Japan 

(hereinafter refened to as the "Programs") are security and compliance initiatives; 

Recognizing that the Programs apply internationally-recognized security standards advocated by 

the SAFE Framework of Standards adopted by the World Customs Organization (hereinafter 

referred to as the "SAFE Framework"); 

Acknowledging the specialised nature of each country's border management processes, 

procedures, mechanisms and legislation governing the management of the Programs; 

Understanding that the integration of the Programs with other Customs-to-Customs measures 

contributes significantly to end-to-end supply chain security; 

Having Regard for the Agreement between the Government of the United States of America 

and the Government of Japan regarding Mutual Assistance between Customs Administrations, 

signed on 17 June 1997; 

Have confirmed their intentions as follows: 
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SECTION I 

IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITIES 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection ("CBP") and the Customs Administration of Japan 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Participants") are responsible for implementation of this 

Arrangement. 

SECTION II 

COMPATIBILITY 

For the purpose of maintaining consistency between the Programs, the Participants intend to: 

A. Ensure that the standards applied to each Program remain compatible with respect to the 

following matters: 

1. Application process for membership; 

2. Assessment of membership applications; and 

3. Approval of membership. 

B. Ensure that the Programs operate within the context of the June 2007 edition of the SAFE 

Framework. 
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SECTION III 

MUTUAL RECOGNITION 

A. Each Participant intends to accept the validation and approval status granted to Members 

of the other Participant's Program, while_ each Participant may still conduct its own 

validations of those Members as necessary, and after prompt communication. 

B. Once a Participant accepts the status of a Member of the other Participant's Program, the 

Patticipant accepting the status should take that status into account when conducting its 

risk assessment. 

C. The Participants endeavour to establish a joint business continuity mechanism between 

the Participants' Programs to react to disruptions in trade flow due to increases in security 

alert levels, border closures, and/or the occurrence of natural disasters, hazardous 

emergencies or other incidents of significance. 

D. Each Participant should, within the limitation of its competence and to the extent 

possible, take into account the status of a Jyiember of the other Participant's Program in 

applying its security related measures. 

E. The Participants intend to maintain the ability to revoke the benefits of any of its own 

Members pursuant to their respective Program procedures. The fact of the revocation by 

one Participant of a Member whose status has been accepted by the other Participant 

should be promptly communicated. 

F. The Participants intend to work together for further development of this Arrangement 

according to common interests. 
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SECTION IV 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND PARTICIPANT COMMUNICATION 

A. The Pm1icipants intend to achieve greater communication by: 

1. Providing updates on their respective Program's operation in a timely manner; 

2. Engaging in mutually beneficial information exchanges regarding supply chain 

security; and 

3. Ensuring effective inter-agency communication between CBP's National 

Targeting Center and the International Intelligence Office of the Customs 

Administration of Japan to enhance risk management practices with respect to 

participating Members ' supply chain security. 

B. Information sharing activities are expected to be conducted in accordance with the 

Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the 

Govenunent of Japan regarding Mutual Assistance between Customs Administrations, 

signed on 17 June 1997. 

SECTION V 

CONSULAT ATION AND REVIEW 

A. All issues related to implementation of this Arrangement are to be settled by 

consultations between the Pm1icipants. 

B. The Participants intend to continue to have a dialogue about issues referred to in Section 

V. A. , and review this Arrangement as necessary. 

C. This Arrangement may be modified by the written consent of both Participants. 
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SECTION VI 

STATUS OF ARRANGEMENT 

A. This Arrangement represents the intention of the Participants and does not create rights 

and obligations binding under international law or the law of any jurisdiction, nor does it 

create or confer any right, privilege or benefit on any person or party, private or public. 

B. All activities of each Participant under this Arrangement should be carried out 111 

accordance with the laws and regulations of the country of each Participant, as well as 

applicable international agreements to which each Participant's country is a party. 

C. The contents of this Arrangement are not intended to prevent either Participant from 

cooperating and from granting assistance in· accordance with the provisions of applicable 

international treaties and agreements, national laws and practices. 
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SECTION VII 

COMMENCEMENT AND DISCONTINUATION 

A. The cooperation under this Arrangement is intended to commence upon signature of the 

Participants. 

B. Either Participant may discontinue cooperation under this Arrangement at any time but 

should strive to provide at least thirty (30) days written notice thereof. 

Signed on 26 June 2009, in Brussels, Belgium 

~ng Commissioner 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Department of Homeland Security 
The United States of America 

Hiroshi Fujioka 
Director General 
Customs and Tariff Bureau 
Ministry of Finance 
Japan 


